10         TRANSCONTINENTAL EXCURSION OF 1912
Eiirope to delegate from among their geographers those who should participate in the excursion, a group of geographers of the first order of distinction was brought together as the guests of the Society. To Professor Davis and to his fellow Americans it was a high privilege to act as their guides and companions in traversing the American continent.
During the preceding days the European guests had been arriving by various steamships and had been beginning or renewing their acquaintance with America. On August 15 several members were the guests of Professor and Mrs. R. E. Dodge at their home in Washington, Connecticut, and thus saw, at its best, lif e and rural management in one of the older regions of New England. On August 20 a large party under the direction of Dr. Henry B. Kiimmel and Mr. Richard R. Hice of the geological surveys of New Jersey and Pennsylvania saw the Delaware Water Gap, inspected the glacial features of Mt. Pocono, and visited the Scranton coal field. On August 21 a comprehensive excursion was made in and about New York under the guidance of Dr. Q-eorge F. Kunz.
The Transcontinental Excursion began at 8:30 o'clock on the morning of Thursday, August 22, at the Grand Central Terminal. The special train was made up of two standard Pullman cars, two Pullman observation cars, a dining car and a baggage car. The "Circassia" and the "Wildmere," the "Huelma" and the "Oronso," will always be pleasant names to members of the excursion, and to see one of these cars in future travel would be somewhat like a glimpse of a former home. A buffet car of the New York Central Lines accompanied the train to Chicago.
Throughout the two months there was usually attached to the train a private car carrying some official of the railroad traversed at the time. Several of these officials were in charge of the land holdings and of the industrial operations which are now so largely promoted by our great railroad systems in the West and South. They are accomplished men, and they gave to the party many valuable lectures and conversations throwing light upon the development of their respective regions. In the memory of the excursionists will remain the daily meetings with Mr. Thomas Cooper of the Northern Pacific Railway, Mr. William Hood of the Southern Pacific Company, Mr. Byrne and his associates of the Santa Fe System and Mr. M. Y. Richards of the Southern Railway.